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The California Food and Farming Network
(CFFN) envisions an inclusive, equitable, and
ecologically regenerative food and farming
system that has recognized and repaired
injustices to Black, Indigenous and people of
color workers, producers and communities, and
which generates healthy, affordable, accessible,
nutritious and culturally appropriate food and

other agricultural products.

CFFN is a network of more than S0 members
across the state, building a movement centered
on racial equity to transform the food and

farming system through state policies.



2024 Analysis

Despite another year of a state budget deficit, the food and farming
sector held on to important programs, moved multi-year efforts
across the finish line, and even achieved several wins on new
concepts. At the same time, multiple critical programs were denied
at the final hour, and a once-in-a-career legislative revision fell

short.

Of our 10 priority bills this year, 50% crossed this year’s finish
line—one of the highest rates of success since the Covid-19
pandemic—4 were vetoed by the Governor and one did not meet
its full potential. It's become clear that our network has the
mobilization power to anchor and expand on policies even in

moments of deep financial scarcity.

Starting with the wins for our food system laborers: Our state’s
farmworkers can now use their sick days during state or locally-
recognized weather emergencies such as heat, smoke, and flooding,
ensuring the safety of these essential workers. In a different

sector of the food chain, grocery employees now must be given
advanced notice before a store’s planned permanent closure. This
allows workers to plan ahead and secure new jobs. These closure
notifications extend to community members so that residents can

likewise plan for alternative places to buy groceries.

Ending hunger in California is a multi-pronged issue. While great
strides were achieved this year, others were stalled. A new policy

now allows people who are released from jails and prisons to be

enrolled more quickly into CalFresh. Additionally, California
became the first state to ban “sell by” dates on food, which will
reduce food waste and support dignity in food access. However,
the Governor declined an expansion of medically supportive food
and nutrition interventions through MediCal and rejected a bill
requiring the state to build a task force to develop a cross-sector

food system plan to end hunger in California.

Of course, food access cannot be addressed without supporting
the farmers that grow our food. For the second year in a row, the
Governor blocked the creation of a farmer equipment-sharing
program and declined improvements to CDFA’s keystone Healthy
Soils Program. Fortunately, the legislature included robust food
and farm resilience investments in a state climate bond that voters

approved in the form of Proposition 4.

Lastly, the legislature and Governor approved an increase

and revisions to the pesticide mill fee, which came with some
improvements, but ultimately this once-in-a-generation overhaul of
the mill fee fails to incentivize the use of less hazardous pesticides
and upholds the conflict of interest inherent in funding the

Department of Pesticide Regulation with a tax on pesticide sales.

As the legislature has another large cohort beginning in 2025,
and many of our long-term legislative champions term out, it's
paramount that food and farming issues continue to be prioritized.

Food is a human right and our communities deserve to thrive.

CFFN’S Commitment to Racial Equity:

CFEFN believes that a food and farming system that is not
just, equitable, and inclusive is unsustainable, and in order to
create the food and farming system that the world needs, it is
imperative that we dismantle oppression and work towards
racial equity. We believe that public policy has played a
central role in institutionalizing racism, and must be used to
dismantle it. Advancing policies that center racial equity and
are rooted in the lived experiences of impacted communities
is an essential strategy for transforming systems and creating
lasting change. Read our full Racial Equity Statement at

foodfarmnetwork.org/cffn-racial-equity-statement/

Acknowledgment: Thanks to Roots of Change and the California Food Policy Council for starting this legislative tracker twelve years ago to hold our

legislators accountable for ensuring a bealthy and fair food and farming system. View past issues at foodfarmnetwork.org/resources
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Priority Bills for the 2024 Legislative Session

Bill No. & Author Position Bill Name Status Win
Regional Food System Resilience

Priority investments included in
SB 867, which was passed by the
Food & Agriculture Climate Resilience Legislature, signed by the Gov- v
Bond ernor and placed as Proposition Win
4 on the November 2024 ballot
where CA voters approved it

AB 408 (Wilson) Support

AB 1961 (Wicks) Support End Hunger in California Act of 2024 Vetoed by the Governor Loxss
Regional Farmer Equipment & 2

AB 2313 (Bennett) Support Cooperative Resources Assistance Pilot ~ Vetoed by the Governor L
Program 0SS

Improved Access to Healthy Food

. o Passed by the Legislature and v

AB 660 (Irwin) Support Food Expiration Date Reform signed by the Governor Win

AB 1975 (Bonta) Support Medically Supportive Food and Nutrition Vetoed by the Governor L:ss
Thriving Transitions: Food for Re-Entry Passed by the Legislature and v

SB 1254 (Becker) Support and Ensuring Stable Homes (Fresh) Act signed by the Governor Win

Farmworker and Food Chain Worker Advancement

SB 1089 (Small- . Passed by the Legislature and v

wood-Cuevas) Support Grocery and Pharmacy Closure Notice signed by the Governor Win

SB 1105 (Padilla) Support Leave for Earmworkers During Climate P.assed by the Legislature and ./
Emergencies signed by the Governor Win

Agroecological Farming

Support If .
AB 2113 (E.Garcia) Amended/Neutral  Pesticide Mill Fee SPiaS::j Ey ::: é‘;gv';";t(‘)‘rre and v
position at end 9 y Partial Win

AB 2734 (Connolly) Support Improvements to the Healthy Soil Vetoed by the Governor ®

Program Loss




Regional Food System Resilience

AB 408 (Wilson) - Food & Agriculture Climate v
Resilience Bond - Support Win

Initial vehicle that propelled over $1 billion in investments in
food and farming programs and infrastructure being placed in
front of California voters in the form of Proposition 4, Climate
Bond, to strengthen our food and farming system across
agriculture, farmworkers, healthy and culturally relevant food
access, and regional food economies.

Passed by the Legislature, signed by the Governor, voted into law
by California voters

AB 1961 (Wicks) - End Hunger in California Act of 2
2024 - Support Loss

Would have created a task force of state and
community representatives to develop a strategic master plan
aimed at ending hunger in CA through intersectional lenses.

Vetoed by the Governor

AB 2313 (Bennett) - Regional Farmer Equipment %
& Cooperative Resources Assistance Pilot Loss
Program - Support

Would have established a program at the California
Department of Food and Agriculture to fund resource
conservation districts, County agricultural commissioners,
University of California Cooperative Extensions, tribal
entities, and nonprofits serving small, socially disadvantaged
and/or limited resource farmers to create or expand
equipment sharing programs and fund cooperative
development to help farmers to access the equipment needed
to implement agroecological practices.

Vetoed by the Governor

: All people have the right to healthy
and culturally appropriate food produced through
ecologically sound methods, and to define and prosper
in their own food and agriculture systems.

: All people have

equitable opportunity to fully participate and build
wealth in the food and farming system, contributing
their food and ag cultures, knowledge and skills to
strengthen and diversify opportunities and build
resilience for all.
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Improved Access to Healthy Food

AB 660 (Irwin) - Food Expiration Date Reform - 4
Support Win

Implements the industry’s suggested best practices

to require food manufacturers to use uniform terminology to
decrease food waste up and down the supply chain. The bill
mandates the use of "Best if Used By" for quality and "Use
By" for safety dates labels.

Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor

AB 1975 (Bonta) — Medically Supportive Food and ®
Nutrition - Support Loss

Would have transitioned food-based interventions

from pilot to permanent Medi-Cal benefits and would have
launched an advisory workgroup to support the writing of
related regulations.

Vetoed by the Governor

SB 1254 (Becker) - Thriving Transitions: Food for v
Re-Entry and Ensuring Stable Homes (FRESH) Win
Act - Support

Allows incarcerated people to apply for CalFresh benefits
before their release to better prepare them for reentry, delays
the name matching that disqualifies individuals up to 5
months, and creates a workgroup within the Department
of Social Services to begin making recommendations for a
holistic approach to a statewide reentry process.

Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor

: All communities have access

to the nutritious, affordable, culturally appropriate,
and traditional food they need to thrive.
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Farmworker and Food Chain
Worker Advancement

SB 1089 (Smallwood-Cuevas) - Grocery and /
Pharmacy Closure Notice - Support Win

Mitigates the harms of abrupt disruptions in

access to food and prescription medication, especially in
under-resourced communities. It requires 45-day advance
notifications, for establishments not covered under the
Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act, to
affected communities, employees, and other stakeholders,
before the closure of a grocery store or pharmacy.

Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor

SB 1105 (Padilla) - Leave for Farmworkers 4
During Climate Emergencies - Support Win

Requires that paid sick leave granted to

agricultural employees can also be utilized to avoid smoke,
heat, or flooding conditions created by a local or state
emergency, allowing workers to avoid personal financial ruin
when they need to stay home from work for their safety.

Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor

CFFN provides backbone support for the California
Farmworker Coalition (formerly the Farmworker
Advocacy Working Group), which makes policy change
for workers on the issues that are most important

to them, while building the power within grassroots
organizations so that farmworker communities can

set the priorities of California state government on
farmworker issues. Learn more here.

: Workers are respected and
valued as essential to the survival and health of our
communities, share in the wealth of their labor, have
the power to shape their working conditions and
lives, and have the opportunity to become owners or

prosper within the food system.

Agroecological Farming

AB 2113 (E. Garcia) - Pesticide Mill Fee - v
Support if Amended/Neutral Position at end P?A'; it:\a'

Increases the mill fee, a tax on pesticide sales that

funds the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), by
40%, provides partial funding for implementation of the
Sustainable Pest Management Roadmap, and includes a new
commitment to start one new pesticide reevaluation per year,
while also making it easier to challenge permits for the use of
Restricted Materials. However, this overhaul of the mill fee
fails to incentivize the use of less hazardous pesticides (such
as by applying a higher fee to more hazardous chemicals).

Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor

AB 2734 (Connolly) - Improvements to the %
Healthy Soil Program - Support Loss

Would have amended CDFA’s Healthy Soils

Program to ensure all farmers can access it, including on-
farm demonstration projects lasting up to 5 yrs, consultation
with CA Organic Products Advisory Committee, advance
payment rates of up to 50%, regional variations in input costs
for incentive rates, and equipment sharing as an allowable
cost in Climate Smart Agriculture Technical Assistance
Grants program.

Vetoed by the Governor

: Our food and farming system
is rooted in agroecological systems determined
by impacted communities, shifting power away
from corporate agribusiness. This means honoring
Indigenous and cultural practices, and farming in
harmony with nature so that people and the land are
nourished and healed.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fCi6_bHjBlP9AGJw5yTHXoVbiLXo01sz/view

The 2024 California Food and Farm Policy Champions

California leaders have an opportunity to build the system we imagine, even in the face of

threats from climate change, racial inequities, and public health crises. In fact, food and farm

policies can help mitigate and transform these crises. In a Legislature with 120 elected officials,

many champions for change to California’s agriculture and food system are needed. This year,

we recognize

joining our growing list of honored legislators.

Assemblymember
Mia Bonta

Mia Bonta was elected
to the Assembly in 2021
representing California’s
East Bay, including
Emeryville, Alameda,
and a large portion of
Oakland. As Chair of
the Health Committee,
Bonta has been a leader
on policies that improve
public health and address disparities in access to nutritious
food. This year, she authored AB 2786 which passed as the
first state law for mobile farmers” markets in the country,
creating a state definition to certify mobile farmers markets
and allowing them to accept WIC Farmers Market Nutrition
Program Benefits. Bonta sought to make food-based health
interventions a permanent solution in Medi-Cal through

AB 1975, and while the Governor vetoed this bill, Bonta is
committed to trying again. The Assemblymember has also
been a champion of School Meals for All, leading a legislative
member letter in 2024 in support of maintaining funding
for the program. She has played a pivotal role in bringing
food and farming issues to the California Legislative Black
Caucus, advocating for policies that center racial equity

and food security. Assemblymember Bonta has voted in
alignment with the food movement’s priorities 96.5% of the

time since her time in the legislature.
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, who are

Assemblymember
Damon Connolly

Assemblymember
Connolly was elected to
the Assembly in 2022
representing Marin

and parts of Sonoma
County. Connolly
quickly established
himself as an advocate for
sustainable agriculture,

sitting on the Agriculture

Committee and authoring
a package of bills aimed at
strengthening organic farming. This year he authored AB 2734
attempting to improve the Healthy Soils Program. He also passed
regulations that will improve protections for children and school
communities by strengthening regulations on pesticide use near
schools (AB 1864), despite significant pushback from industry
groups and the Department of Pesticide Regulation. Connolly
was instrumental in securing funding for the California Nutrition
Incentive Program (CNIP) in FY 24-25, both speaking at the
Save Market Match Rally and utilizing his position in the budget
subcommittee to ensure low-income families have access to fresh
produce at farmers markets. Connolly spotlights farmworker

and youth testimony at policy hearings and offers support of in-
district policy issues, such as No on Measure J in Sonoma County
and Save Marin’s Food Community at the Point Reyes National
Seashore. Assemblymember Connolly has voted in alignment
with the food movement’s priorities 100% of the time since his

time in the legislature.
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Outgoing Alumni Food & Farm Policy Champions

This year we say goodbye to three of our long-term food and farming champions as their
state legislative careers come to an end. Collectively these leaders have passed legislation
that has deeply invested in school meals, nutrition incentive programs, food security,
urban agriculture, and more. We thank them for their years of service!

Senator Nancy Skinner
2021 Champion, elected in 2008

2014: AB 1930 CalFresh work exemptions for college
students

2017: SB 782 School meals: California grown food
2021: SB 364 School Meals for All

2022: Continued investments in School Meals for All
and SB 364 Better Out of School Time (BOOST) Nutrition
Program

Ongoing: Countless food and farming budget items, including
but not limited to, the largest-ever expenditure for Healthy Soils
practices on farms, technical assistance for underserved farmers;
training for new farmers, expanded CalFresh benefits to people
currently ineligible due to immigration status, and a significant
expansion of funding for the Farm to School Program, Medically
Tailored Meals Programs, Child and Adult and Care Food

Program.

Assemblymember Phil Ting
2016 Champion, elected in 2012

2013: AB 551 Urban Agriculture Property Tax

Incentives

2014: AB 2385 Market Match Nutrition Incentive
Program

2015: AB 1321 California Nutrition Incentives Act

2016: Funding for AB 1321 Nutrition Incentive Matching
Grant

2017: AB 958 Hazardous Materials in food wrappers and
packaging and AB 465 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zones Update
2018: AB 2335 Healthy Stores Refrigeration Grant Program
Ongoing: Countless food and farming budget items, including

but not limited to, the CA Nutrition Incentive Program, Healthy
Refrigeration Grant Program, multiple climate-smart ag programs,
and more.

Senator Susan Eggman
2016 Champion, elected in 2012

2014: AB 2185 Bees: Foraging: State-Owned Lands
2015: AB S15 Tax Breaks for Food Bank Donations
2016: AB 1577 CalFood Program and AB 2324 Certified
Farmers' Market Regulation Update

2017: AB 1219 Food Donations

2019: AB 838 Farmer Equity and Innovation Center and AB 614
Food Donation Tax Credit Expansion

Alumni Food and Farm

Policy Champions:

2016:

Assemblymember Eggman
Assemblymember Ting
Senator Leno

Senator Wolk

2017:
Assemblymember Chiu
Senator McGuire

2018:
Senator Lara
Senator Monning

2019:
Assemblymember Aguiar-Curry
Assemblymember Limén

2021:

Assemblymember R. Rivas
Senator Skinner
Assemblymember Bloom

2022:
Assemblymember Bennett
Assemblymember Wicks

2023:
Assemblymember Wilson
Senator Menjivar
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Scoring Methodology

This year, we scored 10 bills. Our
scorecard considers policy committees
and floor votes, equally weighted. We
used the original floor votes, unless
otherwise noted. Votes in alignment
with a CFFN position counted

towards a legislator’s score, while votes
contradicting a CFFN position counted
against a legislator’s score. Abstained
votes (indicated as ‘N'VR’) are considered
ano-vote and scored in alignment with a
CFFN position. A bonus point (equally
weighted) is given to lead authors of a
supported bill and/or budget item and

subtracted for an opposed bill.

AB 408 was a 2-year bill. We did not
re-score 2023 votes (they can be found
in our 2023 scorecard). Many of AB
408's priority food and farm investments
were ultimately included in SB 867, so
the 2024 Floor votes for each house and

Governor’s decision were used from SB

867.

AB 660 was a 2-year bill. We did not
score 2023 votes. The Assembly Floor
concurrence votes were used for 2024

scoring.

AB 2113 was scored while we maintained
a Support with Amendments position
(through the Senate Environmental
Quality Committee), but was not scored

once our position changed to Neutral.

The Governor was scored on 9 pieces of

legislation this year.

O YCFFN
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Record of votes—Senate

Score :088 AB 660 AB 1961 AB 1975 2‘1\?3 AB 2313 AB 2734 SB 1089 SB 1105 SB 1254

Committee votes Fir Ag Fir HS Flr Health FIr EQ Ag Flr Ag Fir LPERR Judic Flr LPEGR Flr HS PS Fir
Allen, Ben (D-24) 100% v/ EA

Archuleta, Bob (D-30) 100%

Atkins, Toni (D-39) 100%

Blakespear, Catherine (D-38) 100% VRN

Caballero, Anna (D-14) 100%

Dahle, Brian (R-01) 30% NVR NVR

Durazo, Maria Elena (D-26) 100% v /S NS

Glazer, Steven (D-07) 90% VA VAR 4 NVR

Grove, Shannon (R-12) 31% | ¥ v NVR v/ ¢ ¥ NVR NVR NVR

Jones, Brian W. (R-40) 22% NVR

Limén, Monique (D-19) 100% I S

Menjivar, Caroline (D-20) 100% AR AN AR AR AR

Newman, Josh (D-29) 100%

Niello, Roger (R-6) 40% NVR

Padilla, Steve (D-18) 100%  « |/ v VIV /

Roth, Richard D. (D-31) 100% S0/

Seyarto, Kelly (R-32) 20% NVR NVR

Smallwood-Cuevas (D-28) 100% J/ EA /S VA4

Umberg, Thomas (D-34) 100%

Wiener, Scott (D-11) 100% I v/

Governor Newsom 56% @ b 4 b 4

v Vote in alignment with CFFN position 3 Vote contradicted CFFN position ~ NVR = No Vote Recorded ~ EA = Excused Absence
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Record of votes—Assembly

Score AB 408 AB 660 AB 1961 AB1975 AB2113 AB2313  AB2734 SB 1089 SB 1105 SB 1254
Committee votes Fir Fir HS Ag  Fir Health Fir ESTM Fir Ag Fir Ag Fir LPE&R Judic Flr LPE&R Fir HS PS  Fir
Addis, Dawn (D-30) 100%

Alanis, Juan (R-22) 75% X v VvV /SR X v/

Arambula, Dr. Joaquin (D-31) 100% SIS

Bauer-Kahan, Rebecca (D-16) 100%

Berman, Marc (D-23) 100%

Bonta, Mia (D-18) 100% SIS

Calderon, Lisa (D-56) 100 /S S/ EA

Carrillo, Wendy (D-52) 100% v/ VA4

Chen, Phillip (R-59) 50% | | NVR

Dahle, Megan (R-01) 20% | NVR

Dixon, Diane (R-72) 30% EA

Flora, Heath (R-09) 38% 8 NVR v ' NVR 8 / NWR

Fong, Vince (R-32) 40%

Gabriel, Jesse (D-46) 100%

Garcia, Eduardo (D-36) 100% v /S

Grayson, Timothy (D-15) 100%

Hart, Gregg (D-37) 100%

Hoover, Josh, (R-07) 45% | NVR VAR S NVR

Committee Name Key: v Vote in alignment with CFFN position

Ag: Agriculture HS= Human Services X Vote contradicted CFFN pOGlthll
ED= Education Insur= Insurance Committee
Vacant
EQ = Environmental Quality Judic=Judiciary
ESTM= Environmental Safety and LPE&R= Labor, Public Employment NVR = No Vote Recorded
Toxic Material and Retirement EA = Excused Absence
Flr=Floor Nat Res= Natural Resources
G&F= Governance and Finance PS=Public Safety
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Score AB 408 AB 660 AB 1961 AB1975 AB2113 AB2313  AB2734 SB 1089 SB 1105 SB 1254

Committee votes Fr Fir Fir Health Fir ESTM Fir Ag Fir Ag Fir LPE&R Judic Fir LPEGR Fir HS PS  Fr

Jackson, Corey (D-60) 100% |/

Kalra, Ash (D-25) 100%

Lee, Alex (D-24) 100% « |V |/ 0

Lowenthal, Josh (D-69) 100%

Mathis, Devon (R-33) 50% | EA | ¥ EA ® v/ | EA

McKinnor, Tina (D-61) 100% VAR AR 4

Nguyen, Stephanie (D-10) 82%

Pacheco, Blanca (D-64) 91% v NVR

Patterson, Jim (R-08) 40%

Pellerin, Gail (D-28) 100%

Quirk-Silva, Sharon (D-67) 100%

Rendon, Anthony (D-62) 100%

Rivas, Luz (D-43) 100%

Rodriguez, Freddie (D-53) 91% I/

Sanchez, Kate (R-71) 36% b 4 v / NWR ¢/ X X X / NWR

Schiavo, Pilar (D-40) 100% VAR A4

Ta, Tri (R-70) 29% | 3 | NVR NVR NVR 8 8|/ NWR v /

Valencia, Avelino (D-68) 100%

Waldron, Marie (R-75) 82% I/ X

Ward, Chris (D-78) 100% VAR A4

Wicks, Buffy (D-14) 100%

Wood, Jim (D-02) 100% J9Iv I/

v Vote in alignment with CFFN position ¥ Vote contradicted CFFN position Vacant NVR = No Vote Recorded EA = Excused Absence
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